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REMARKS : 

Claims 1 -7 are currently being examined, of which claims 1,2,5, and 6 have been amended, 
and claim 7 has been newly added. No new matter has been introduced. 

A. CLAIMS 2-6 : 

The Examiner has objected to claims 2-6, and has indicated that claims 2-6 would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Claims 2, 5, and 6, as amended, are in independent form and include features of base claim 

1. 

Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that the objection to claims 2-6 should be withdrawn. 

B. CLAIM 1 : 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as obvious over USP 5,896,177 (Hwang) in 
view of USP 5,050,237 (Ecklund). . 

Applicants respectfully traverse this rejection. 
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Hwang and Ecklund, alone or in combination, fail to describe, teach, or suggest the tuner, 
demodulator circuit, and related aspects disclosed by the subject application. 

The Examiner has stated that the recitations in the preamble of claim 1 have not been given 
patentable weight since the recitations recite the intended use of a structure and the body of the claim 
does not depend on the preamble for completeness and the bodily limitations are able to stand alone. 

Claim 1 , as amended, has aspects of the preamble incorporated into the body of the claim. 

Hwang and Ecklund, alone or in combination, fail to describe, teach, or suggest the 
following features set forth in claim 1, as amended: "a tuner for selecting a desired broadcasting 
station from among a plurality of broadcasting stations and receiving a digital broadcast of the 
selected station, the digital broadcast having a transmission spectrum format which is prepared by 
dividing digital data comprising a single bit stream into a plurality of bit frames capable of holding 
the same contents as the original bit stream, allocating different carrier frequencies to the respective 
bit frames and arranging the bit frames on a frequency axis", in combination with the demodulator 
circuit, control circuit, decoding control means, search means, and selected station changeover means 
as claimed. 

Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that the rejection of claim 1 should be withdrawn. 
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C. OFFICIAL NOTICE : 

The Examiner has conceded the following: "Hwang does not teach demodulator" (Office 
Action, page 3, paragraph 4). 

In an attempt to remedy the conceded deficiencies of Hwang, the Examiner has asserted the 
following: "The office takes official notice that a received signal has to be demodulated to an 
appropriate frequency in order for data to be received correctly." 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Examiner's assertion. 

Applicants respectfully challenge the Examiner ' s assertion as not properly officially noticed 
and/or not properly based upon common knowledge. 

The Examiner's assertion is believed to be improper. Applicants do not consider it to be 
common knowledge, or well-known in the pertinent art, that "a received signal has to be 
demodulated to an appropriate frequency in order for data to be received correctly" for the following 
reasons. When a received signal has not been modulated onto another carrier, then it would not need 
to be demodulated in order to be received correctly. In other words, there are situations where a 
received signal does not need to be demodulated. Thus, there are situations where a demodulator 
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is not necessary. 

In view of the above, Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner's assertion should be 
withdrawn. 

In the alternative, if the Examiner chooses to maintain the assertion and not withdraw the 
assertion, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner support the assertion by providing all of the 
following items: (1) adequate findings substantiating the assertion; (2) concrete evidence 
corroborating the assertion; (3) an affidavit/declaration setting forth specific factual findings; and 
(4) a full explanation verifying the information utilized as the basis for the assertion. 

D. CLAIM 7 : 

Claim 7 has been newly added. Although the Office Action mailed April 5, 2005 did not 
address this claim 7, not hitherto available to the Examiner, Applicants desire to make a record as 
to why Hwang and Ecklund, alone or in combination, do not describe, teach, or suggest the 
combination of features set forth in claim 7. 

Hwang and Ecklund, alone or in combination, fail to describe, teach, or suggest the 
following features set forth in claim 7: "decoding control means stopping decoding at least one of 
the bit frames while not stopping decoding another one of the bit frames", in combination with the 
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other claimed features. 

Claim 7 is supported by the disclosure of the subject application. See page 8, line 2 1 through 
to page 9, line 6, for example. 

Thus, in view of the above, Applicants respectfully submit that claim 7 is not described, 
taught, or suggested by Hwang and Ecklund, alone or in combination. 

In view of the aforementioned amendments and accompanying remarks, all claims currently 
being examined are in condition for allowance, which action, at an early date, is requested. 

If, for any reason, it is felt that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact Applicants' undersigned attorney at the telephone number 
indicated below to arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this case. 
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In the event that this paper is not timely filed, Applicants respectfully petition for an 



appropriate extension of time. Please charge any fees for such an extension of time and any other 
fees which may be due with respect to this paper, to Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 



Respectfully submitted, 
ARMSTRONG, KRATZ, QUINTOS, 
HANSON & BROOKS, LLP 

Darren R. Crew 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 37,806 
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